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We wish to call the attention of the benevor 
lent, to the object set forth in the following 
communication. As this object does not come 
within that plan of operations, which is pursued 
by the Domestic Missionary Society, it can be 
forwarded only by the charities of individuals. 
—Western Recorder. 


TO THE CHRISTIAN PUBLIC, 





The subscriber having long been endeavor-: 


mg, under many discouragements, to promote 
the interests of piety on the western border of 
our country, in hopes that his labours, by the 
blessing of God, may ultimately be crowned 
with success, begs leave, through the medinm of 
your valuable paper, to lay before the public the 
following sentiments, The first from the Rev. 
‘Joseph Penney ; the second from the Rev. 
Henry Axtell, D. D. 

DAVID M. SMITH. 

“ Rochester, Dec. 20th, 1825. 

« The village of Lewiston is, in a religious 
point of view, a very important station, and ap- 
parently destined to exert a very important in- 
fluence on a wide and increasing population, 
But hitherto, from the influence of sectaries, 
and want of organization in religious society, 
has presented an object of sympathy and regret, 
to the friends of Zion in this region. Their 
minister has been obliged to struggle with more 
than ordinary difficulties and discouragements; 
and doubts have sometimes been entertained 
whether the post must not be abandoned to ir- 
religion and disorder. Better prospects now 
present themselves, and it is believed by 
those who best know the situation of the place 
that the completion of a house for public wor- 
ship, will have a decisive influence in uniting 
the inhabitants to patronize religious order, and 
support the Gospel, 

_“ The friends of Christ, to whom God has 
given the means, could not probably expend a 
small sum in any way, which would more di- 
rectly, or more exiensively bear upon the 
advancement of his kingdom, than by assisting 








NSS OE OT CT Oe 
the weak Christians in that place, to builda 
house to the name ef the God of Israel, * 
JOSEPH PENNEY, 
Pastor of the Church in Rochester,” 
“ Geneva, 22d Dec. 1825. 

“ Having been for a number of years ac- 
quainted with the Rev, Mr. Smith, Pastor of 
the church in Lewiston, and in some measure 
with, the difficulties he has had to encounter, in 
his relation to that church, fully concur in the 
opinion and statement of facts, given above by 
the Rev. Mr, Penney. 

HENRY AXTELL, 
Pastor of the Church in Geneva.” 

The subscriber would add to the above, that 
Lewiston is situated on the Niagara frontier.— 
During the last war, it was burnt by the enemy, 
and entirely demolished. This circumstance 
has subjected the inhabitants to embarrassments 
ever since, With some missionary aid, the in- 
poreeeeay mach exertion on their part, and 
by much self-denial on the part of their Pastor, 
have been enabled to retain among them hith- 
erto the preaching of the Gospel. 

The few scattered sheep of the fold of Christ 
were early collected, and a church was organ- 
ized, which has gradually increased, 

Hitherto, the progress of our society has 
been greatly impeded by being obliged to hold 
our meetings in a school-house, claimed, and 
generally occupied a part of each Sabbath, by 
other denominations. If destined to continue 
thus, the Presbyterian congregation, although 
well united in their Pastor, cannot long expect 
to enjoy his labors, or the stated preaching of 
the Gospel. 

Owing to the embarassments before mention- 
ed, my congregation have hitherto been unable 
to build a house for the worship of God. Nei- 
ther are they now able: but their prospects 
seem to brighten. By spirited and perseyer- 
ing efforts of a few individuals, a suitable site is 
procured, and funds have been subscribed, suf- 
ficient, within 1500 or 2000 dollars, to erect a 
commodious church, 

Destined to exertan important influence on 
that section of our country, it is presumed the 
benevolent, whom God has made stewards of 
his bounty, would in no way bestow a small 
sum where it would be more immediately felt, 
or bear more directly or extensively on the in- 
terests of Zion, 

In our present condition, with no place in 
which to worship, econ ag interrupted, 
and being e ; in various shapes, 
the word preached, isfike “ seed sown by the 
wy wide.” 
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Should our present efforts fail, I see no way 
in which the congregation can retain among 
them the preaching of the Gospel. 

Grievous wolves stand ready to devour the 
flock. 

We feel that the numerous rising generation 
who will soon be the active members of society, 
should not grow up without the benefit of the 

ospel, and a regnlarly organized society.— 

Vithout it they will be exposed to pernicious 
errors, and hereafter, to exert an influence op- 
posed to the cause of truth. 

it would seem that such must be the result, 
unless the friends of Zion enable us to accom- 
plish the object in view: 

Any sum of money for this purpose, which 
any individual may be disposed to give, if left 
with the Editor of this paper, or with Mr. 
Dwight, President of the Geneva Bank, will be 
gratefully received, and faithfully applied. 

DAVID M. SMITH, 

Pastor of the Church in L ewiston, 

VICTIMS OF THE UNMERCIMUL DOCTRNE OF 
ENDLESS MISERY. 

It becomes our painful duty to notice new 
instances of the fatal tendency, and indeserib- 
ably dreadful effects of the doctrine of endless 
misery. ‘The accounts of lamentable instances 
of suicide occurring from the belief of this 
soul-paralyzing doctrine, that have been pub- 
lished within a few years past, are almost innu- 
merable : and we are sorry to be l@id under 


the dire necessity of adding to the black cata- | 


logue, already too full for a heart of humanity 
to reflect on, without shedding tears of blood at 
the view. 

A few weeks since, in ihe town of Half- 
moon, Saratoga county, a Mrs. Coon put a pe- 
riod to her life, by cutting her throat with @ ra- 
zor ; leaving an infant child, a few days old, 
and a fond and alinost distracted husband, to 
mourn her untimely and shocking exit. We 
are informed that she was a respectable mem- 
ber in regular standing in the Presbyterian 
church, but had not been a membera long time; 
that she became impressed with the idea that 
she had en of the eucharist unworthily 


vindictive God, who would no longer have 
mercy on the works of his own hand. 

Reader, whoever thou art, pause, reflect 
consider, and inquire whether the doctrine of’ 
endless misery, the infinite wrath ofan almigh- 
ty tyrant, be profitable to preach and inculcate 
among mankind ? When we witness such fatal 
and shocking effects of this God-dishonoring, 
life-destroying doctrine, ought we any longer 
to give support and countenance to it ? Nay; 
ought we not rather to use every exertion that 
lies in ,our power to remove the poisonous bane 
from society. and correct the views of mankind 
relative to the character of God ? Must the 

| fond husband be bereft of his bosom compan- 
| ion, in the bioom of life ? Must tender and moth- 
| erless babes be left to be nursed by the hand of 
strangers, and when they are old enough to 
learn the sad history, by being informed that 
the cruel doctrine of endless misery murdered 
the mother that should have cherished them in 
her bosom? Must the husband, the father, 
and the head of a family, be snatched from all 
those tender connexions, whose happiness was 
rivetted to his life, in the meridian of his days ? 
Reason, humanity, heaven, forbid! Let the 
doctrine unfounded by reason, unsanctioned by 
scripture, dishonorable to God, abhorrent to 
humanity, and destructive to the lives and 
happiness of men, be forever exploded and 
blotted out from the creeds of churches ; and 
let people be taught from the gospel of Christ, 
the pure fountain of truth, that God is love, 
universal, unchangeable, and eternal love ;—~ 
“good unto all, and his tender mercies over all 





| 

| his works ;” and that he “ hath declared the 
restitution of all things, by the mouth of all his 

| holy prophets since the world began ;” and the 

| dark fiends of despair and suicide, would no 

; longer haunt the walks of men.—Evangelical 

| Restorationist. 


ON THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 
He that loveth not, knoweth not God: for God 
is love 
1 Jonny, iv. 8. 
This is the amiable character which the be- 


| loved disciple aseribes to God. He embraces 





—had “eaten and drunk danwation to her | all the other perfections of Deity in this empha- 
soul ;” that, in consequence of it, she was an | tic word Love—God is love. But how differ- 
outcast from Heaven’s favor, and doomed to} ently have the Supralapsarians represented 
suffer the pains of an endless heli! Under these | the God of Love in their gloomy creed. Who- 
indescribably:horrid impressions, despairing of ; ever seriously and impartially examines their 
any mercy, here or hereafter, reason forsook ; tenets, will be convinced that the people who 
the seat of her empire, and she terminated her ; form such notions of God can never be good 
wretched life in the manner aboye related. to their fellow creatures. Like the ignorant 

It is buta few months since, when a Mr. | heathens who gave the most abominable attri- 
Owen, a respectable member of a Baptist ' butes to their gods, and then thought that they 


church, who lived only a mile and a half from acted rightly in imitating their imaginary deities. 
where the above named suicide took place, 
(in Stillwater) committed suicide by banging 
himself under the same or similar impressions 


‘with those of Mrs. Coon: i.e. with an im-, 


What sort of cbeidence would you pay toa 
tyrant? Not that inspired by love; but an un- 
willing, slavish obeidence, impelled by fear from 
motives of self-preservation, Can the eternal 


pression that he was and cast off forev- | majesty of heaven, a being infinitely perfect in 

er from the mercy (if he can be said to all his a attributes, make poor wretched mor- 

have) of an offended, cruel, and implacably , tals for no other purpose than to glory in their 
e 
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misery? I will not hesitate to declare, that such 
notions of the Deity are even worse than those 
of the pagans. Human nature, with all its im- 
perfections, shudders at such a thought; and if 
man cannot bear such notions of cruelty to a- 
rise in his mind, how can that God do it, whose 
perfections and particularly his mercies, are 
infinitely superior to any thing in this world? 
But no sooner do men leave the simplicity of 
truth than they fall into a multitude of errors, 
and never know where to stop till they have 
dishonored God as well as themselves. There 
is nothing which we enjoy in this life but what 
we owe to God as the most tender of pagents. 
But can any sentiments of liberal love arise in 
the hearts of children towards a stern and rig- 
orous tyrant, whose words and looks are all fue 
rious and passionate, who instructs them only 
by menaces, and corrects them like an execu- 
tioner? The light we enjoy, the air we breathe 
every thing which contributes to our preserva- 
tion or pleasure ; the heavens, the earth, and 
universal natare, all conspires to promote our 
happiness, and are all witnesses against the 
man who can represent God as a tyrant, 

To ask if God loves mankind, is to ask if he 
is good, and if we have the least doubt of it, we 
call even his being in question ; for how can 
we possibly conceive ofa Deity who is not in- 
finitely good? And how can he be good while 
he hates and takes delight n_ making his crea- 
tures miserable and wretched ? A good prince 
loves his children; we love even the tree which 
we have planted, the house we have built; and 
shall not God love his offspring? What mind 
¢an entertain a doubt, except those who con- 
ceive of God as a capricious being, who cruelly 
sports with the fate of mankind, dooming them 
irrevocably to misery even before they were 
born ; reserving to himself at most only one 
out of a million ; though that one has po more 
deserved that preference than the rest have 
deserved their destruction. They who thus 
think would have us to hate God, by teaching 
that he hates us! A, LAYMAN, 

Churchman’s Magazine. 
EEE 
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““ THE THING AS IT 18."—.Job. 








PRIEST CRAFT. 

On our first page will be found, extracted from the 
Western Recorder, an article from the hand of “ Da- 
vid M. Smith, Pastor of the Church at Lewiston,” 
preceeded by an editorial puff, and two certificates, 


one from Parson Henry Axtell,“ Doctor of Divinity,” | 


of Geneva, and another from Joseph Penney, Pastor 
of the Church in Rochester ; the object of all which, 
is, to induce a christian public, to contribute money 
to build a Meeting House in the village of Lewiston, 
Niagara Co. N. ¥Y.—The whole affair, when viewed 
witb candor, appears too foolish to require much no- 
tice ; but should we neglect to expose the most glar- 





ing parts of thistransaction, we shovid be justly char- 
gable with remissness in duty. 

As to the certificates of Parson Axtell of Geneva, 
and Parson Penney of Rochester, and the editorial 
duplicity of the Western Recorder, we have only to 
say, that the three have probably been duped, by the 
instigator of the plan. We hope that all of those 
gentlemen, have not knowingly lent their aid to a 
few, with an intention of defrauding the public of 
their hard earnings, in order tu build up a house for 
‘“* David M. Smith, Pastor of rae church in Lewis- 
ton.”—But the essay of D. M. Smith is worthy of 
particular notice. 

After having given to the public, the certificates 
of Messrs. Penney aod Axtell, he adds, that “ Lewis- 
ton is situated on the Niagara frontier.” A fact bes 
yond all controversy! He farther states, that «*du- 
ing the last war, it was burnt by the enemy, and ens 
tirely demolished!” This is also very true; but 
what has this to do with building churches? Buffalo 
was also ‘* burnt” at that time, and so was the village 
of Manchester, at Niagara Falls; but what has all 
that to do with building Parson Smith a meeting- 
house? He tells usin the next sentence. “ T'his 
circumstance” he says “has subjected the inhabitants, 
to embarrassments ever since.” Now this discrip- 
ton of the condition of the inhabitants of Lewiston 
willapply equally well to all the villages on the Fron- 
tier. Buffalo, Manchester, and Youngstown, were 
as much disiressed and are now as much embarrass- 
ed, as the citizens of Lewiston ever have been; and 
it evinces a desiitution of correct principle to say oth- 
erwise. This is susceptible of demonstration, and 
can be attesied by any one who is acquainted with 
the facts. But the ‘* embarrassments” of the inhabit- 
ants of Lewiston are alluded to by this genileman, 
undoubtedly with a view to excite the sympathies of 
those at a distance for this poor, wretched people. — 
But, from a particular knowledge of the facts, we 
fearlessly assert, and challenge contradiction, that 
there is nota village in the western part of our state, 
the inhabitants of which are less embarrassed in their 
pecuniary concerp3 than those of Lewiston! Te 
their credit be it said, they have, notwithstanding 
their severe losses, by active perseverance ip busi- 
ness, secured a gvod degree of prosperity, and it 
would be hard to find a destitute or suffering individ- 
ual in the place, Unless it be here and there one, 
who wastes bis substance in riotous living or is toe 
lazy to dig, and not * ashamed tu beg /” As an evi- 
dence of this,we peed only mention a few well known 
facts. 

During the year past, the inhabitants of Lewiston 
have erected a stone Steam Niill, valued at some 
thousands of dollars, wisich is now in successful oper- 
ation. In addition to that, the expense of which has 
been defrayed by a company of individuals, they have 
erected a building for an Academy, four stories high, 
calculated for an institution of the first description. 
These buildings are but a moiety of theimprovements 
that have been made wiihin one year, but afford evi- 
dence, that the “ embarrassmenuts” which ‘ever 
since the war,” have cantinued, are not so very dis 
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tressing as to entitle the citizens, generally, to the 
charily-of the public! 

He goes on to say, that, ‘‘ with some missionary 
aid, the inhabitants, by much exertion on their part» 
and by much self-denial on the part of their Pastor, 
have been enabled to retain among them, hitherto, 
the preaching of the guspel.” Now this statement, 
with one exception is incorrect. The “ inhabitants’ 
of Lewiston, at least some of the most respectable a- 
mong them, have never “ by much exertion” cndeav- 
ored to retain the gospel of Parson Smith (which con 
sists in rauch fire and brimstore) among them! On 
the contrary some of the inhabitants have offered li- 
beral sums to procure the removal of a man from a- 
mong them who has so presumptuously slandered them 
by misrepresentations of their true condition! ‘The 
** self-denial” of this money-loving parson, must be 
great, since the fact is well known, that, in addition 
to a genteel house, lot, and out-houses in the village, 
owned and occupied by himse!}f, he has a farm in the 
country, the avails of which are sufficient for the sup- 
port of a family! We have never looked into his 
pantry, nor examined his flour-barrel, but if he had 
been in asvffering condition his embarrassed neigh- 
bors would have assisted him! 

Another piece of deception is expressed in the fol- 
lowing words. «Hitherto, the progress ofour soci- 
ety has been greatly impeded by being obliged to 
hold our meetings in a school-house, claimed, and 
generally oceupied a part of each sabbath, by other 
denominations.” So far from the progress of the so- 
ciety being greatly impeded by tue above cause, it is 
directly the reverse. It is one of those cases, where 
a want of talent, in the preacher, the general preva- 
lence of good sense among the people, renders error 
disgusting in proportion to the number of hours occu- 
pied in preaching it. The fact is, the good sense of 
the inhabitants of Lewiston, has rendered Parson 
Smith’s gospel unpopular, and has led all but a few, 
to discountenance his labors. In addition to this. it 
is well known, that the handful of those who are at- 
tached to “the church in Lewiston,” are unable to 
employ him all the time, and therefore he has not oc- 
cupied the house more frequently. A considerable 
share of his supporters reside at other places, where 
he has preached frequently ; and it is well known, 
that the ordinary congregation of Mr. Smith could 
always be accommodated in a room eighteen feet 
square! other denominations, it is true, have fre- 
quently occupied the school-bouse; but seldom, if 
ever, to the inconvenience of Mr. 8. The Baptists, 
aud Methodists, and Universalists, have sometimes oc 
cupied one room in the house, but it should be known 
and remembered, that there are {wo rooms of equal 
dimensions in the same house, one of which migh' 
have been occupied at all times by Mr. 8. without 
the least inconvenience ! 

He farther states, that “ hitherto his congregation 
have been unable to build a house for the worship of 
of God—neither are they now able.” All this may 
be. They are unable to build a house worth 3000 
dollars; and such an one must be built, or the Parson 
will have to practive “ much self-denial!” He goes 





on tu say, that a lot has beea procured, “and funds 
have been subscribed, sufficient, within fifleen hun- 
dred, or two thousand dollars, to erect a commodious 
church!!! Aud what, we ask, were the conditions 
on which those: funds were subscribed ? Answer us 
that, and we will add no more! But no. We pre- 
dict that the half will not be told, by those who are 
employed to beg—or cheat the public out of their 
cash. The truth is,that a union has been effected be- 
tween the pious “ of the church in Lewiston,” and a 
few enterprising individuals in that place. who are 
anxious to agrandize the village ; and they have sub- 
scribed about one thousand dollars on the express 
condition, that $2000 more should be obtained by 
Mr. Smith! With those who have subscribed most 
liberally for that purpose, the writer of this article is 
acquainted, and the above statement is made witha 
full knowledge of the facts. In justice to those gen- 
tlemen, however, it becomes us to say, that. they 
were probably ignorant of the rheans to be used to 
obtain the additional sum. We hope, and pray, for 
the honor of human nature, that but few of the in- 
habitants of Lewiston, have knowiugly consented to 
the measures now under consideration. 

After what has been said in relation tothe general 
features ofthis transaction, we need not be surprised 
at what follows." The Parson adds: ‘ In our present 
condition, with no place in which to worship, without 
being interrupted, and being exposed to error in va- 
rious shapes, the word preached, is like ‘seed sown 
by the way side.’ It isdistressing to hear the words 
of Jesus, who had rot a place wherein to lay his head» 
uttered in the same breath with the disgraceful pro- 
duction under consideration. Who, let it be asked, 
has ever disturbed Mr. Smith, or his congregation ? 
Let the methodists, who lave been shamefully perse- 
cuted by that man and his followers—let the uviver- 
salists whu have been treated with contempt by him, 
answer the question! Eapusedtozrror!! Aman, 
who can cvolly undertake to cheat an already priest- 
ridden community, wiiha view to aggrandize himself 
and a flourishing village—he expossed to error! We 
fear he has long since been miserably exposed! May 
helearn to do better. ‘ Grievous wolves,” he says, 
« stand ready todevour the flock!” We advise him 
to stripp off his covering, and will engage that when 
so much is done, the wolves will never devour him! 

The above remarks may be considered severe and 
unchiistian; but these are cases, in which severity 
becomes necessary—and christianity as much re- 
quires an exposure of error, as it does an appropria- 
tion of truth. We have nothing personal against 
Mr. Smith—we shall ever extend to him the hand 
of charity,—his conduct in the above respect, we hon- 
estly consider reprehensible ; and viewing it in that 
light, it isa duty which we owe to the public, and 
particularly to the citizens of Lewiston, to expose it. 
We have done so—we expect not the smiles of those 
who will feel the reproef ; but the approbation of our 
conscience is yet more desirable than that of the 
world. We have no desires to retard the progress 
of any religious persuasion, but when misrepresenta- 
tion and fraudulent exertions become essential to the 
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existance of any sect, we feel disposed to consider | 


their cause as forsaken of God, and vo longer worthy 
ef the countenance or support of honest men.— 
SINGULAR. 

Weare informed (for we did not hear it) 
that the “ Rev.” Mr. G. Crawford, of this vil- 
lage lately declared, in presence of several of 
his flock, that “lying is as pernicious in its ef- 
fects as the Gospel Advocate,” 

That this orthodox preacher should admit so 
much is matter of surprise as well as pleasure to 
us: not that it can efiect us, but only because it 
shows that he has inquired a ‘little upon the 
subject of our doctrines and opinions, or be 
would have called us much worse than liars, as 
most orthodox people do. We are glad the 
‘man is not so destitute of his own shrewdness 
and sagacity” as to call us worse than he has. 
The doctrine he preaches we conscientiously 
believe to be principally pure Paganism, and we 
are glad to see his spiritual eyes beginning to 
open to the truth. We will only add that, the 
effects of the Gospel Advocate, be they what 
they may, are already very extensive, and rapid- 
ly incre:sing,—and it becomes the orthodox to 
examine the subject. Let them not forget that 


our columns are open to their pens, and our 
minds to conviction. ~- 


NEW PUBLICATION. 
It is with pleasure we inform the readers that the 
first number of the “ Christian Guide to a right un- 


derstanding of the sacred scriptures” by Br.‘ Joha 
Samuel ‘Thompson, from the press of A. G. Dauby, 
Utica, has been received at this office. From the 
appearance of the work, its plan, the object of its au. 
thor, and his acknowled ed capability for the under- 
taking, we ure assured, that our former opivion as to 
the necessity and utility of the “ Christian Guide” 
was not erroneous. We hope that a discerning and 
liberal public will not fail to afford it that encourage- 
ment which it deserves. 

Any who may be desirous to obtain it, if they will 
forward one dollar with their names to the Editor of 
the Gospel Advocate shall be accommodated as soon 
as the same can be sent on to Utica. 

“ Tae Curisttan Gurpe is published monthly, at 
Utica, in numbers of two sheets or thirty two pages. 
The subscription is One Dollar, half-yearly, in ad- 
vance. All persons, who forward five dollars, shall 
have six copies ; but none will be considered subscri- 
bers, till they have complied with the conditions. 

NOTICE. 

It is expected that Mr. Pierce of Oneida Co. a U- 
nitarian clergyman, will perform divine service at 
the school house in district No. 2, next sabbath. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


SOCINIANS. 
_A sect so called from Faustus Socinius, who 
died in Poland in 1604. There were two who 
bore the name Socinius, uncle and nephew, and 





both disseminated the same doctrine ; but it is 
the nephew who is generally considered the 
founder of this sect. They maintain “that Je- 
sus Christ was a mere man, who had no exis- 
tence before he was conceived by the Virgin 
Mary : that the Holy Ghost-is no distinct per- 
son ; but that the Father is truly and properly 
God. They own that the name of God is giv- 
en in the holy scriptures to Jesus Christ, but 
contend that it is only a deputed title, which, 
however, invests hire with a great authority 
over all created beings. They deny the doc- 
trines of satisfaction and imputed righteous- 
ness, and say, that Christ only preached the 
truth tomankind,set before them in himself an 
example of heroic virtue, and sealed his doc- 
trines with his blood. Original sin and abso- 
lute predestination they esteem scholastic chi- 
meras, Some of them likewise maintain the 
sleep of the soul, which they say, becomes in- 
sensible at death, and, is raised again with the 
hody at the resurrection, when the good shall 
be established in the possession of eternal feli- 
city, while the wicked shall be consigned to a 
fire that will not, torment them eternally, but 
fora ceptgin duration proportioned to their de- 
merits.” . : 

There is some difference, however, between 
ancient and modern Socinians: the latter, in- 
dignant at the name Socinian, have appropriat- 
ed to themselves that of Unitarian’, and reject 
the notions of a.miraculous conception and the | 
worship of Christ ; both which were held by 
Socinjus. _ Dr., Priestly has. laboured hard in 
attempting to defend this doctrine of the Unita- 
rians: but.Dr, Horsley, bishop of Rochester, 
has ably, refuted the doctor in his Theological 
Tracts, which are worthy the perusal of every 
Christian, and especially every candidate for 
the ministry.* j 

Dr. Price agreed with the Socinians in the 
main, yet his system was somewhat different. 
He believed in the pre-existence of Christ, and 
likewise that he was more than a human being ; 
and took upon him human nature for a higher 
purpose than merely revealiug to mankind the 
will of God, and instructing them in their duty 
and in the doctrines of religion. 

The Socinians flourished greatly in Poland 
about the year 1551 ; and J. Siemienius, pala- 
tine of Podolia, built purposely for their use 
the city of Racow. Aj famous catechism was 
published, called the Racovian catechism ; and 
their most able writers are known by the title 
of the, Polones Fratres, or Polonian Brethren. 
Their writings were re-published together, in 
the year 1656, in one great collection, consist- 
ing of six volumes in folio, under the title of 
Bibliotheca Fratrum. An account of these 
authors may be seen im Dr. Toulmin’s Life of 
Socinians.—Buck’s Theological Dictionary. 

*. e. Mr. Buck thinks so. 


EARLY PIETY. 


There is nothing so commendable in « 





young man as EARLY PreTy.—Nothing that can 





i4 
add more weight or character, secure the last- 
ing respect of mankind, than an unostentatious, 
onaffected, unpretending course of life and con- 
duct, and a strict observance of our religious 
duties. It secures the esteem of the old, and 
the admiration of all—it forces respect even 
from the dissolute and profligate ; and although 
they effect to deride and despise the young man 
of moral and regular habits, they secretly ven- 
erate the courage that can persevere, in despite 
of their scoff'and ridicule, in the “even tenor 
of its way.” We are compelled to admire the 
stability and firmness of that character, that can 
in early life, resist the allurements of folly and 
Vice, and turn its back on the guilty, though at- 
tractive , pose of the world, and the vain pur- 
suits and heartless enjoyments, that form, but 
too often, the recreations and pastimes of un- 
thinking youth. Considerations of duty aside, 
and throwing out of question the obligations 
we owe our Makcr, one would imagiue, that 
bare policy would dictate a course of steadiness 
and virtue—that the obvious advantages ofsuch 
a life and the manifest contentment and sereni- 
ty it always procures, would be a sufficient in- 
ducement to abstain from practices that yield 
not happiness, but always bring repentance.— 
Can any sensible but reflecting young man, de- 
clare with sincerity and truth, thatthe boister- 
ous pleasures of dissipation, and the fashiona- 
ble excesses and riots he has. been engaged in, 
brought peace and satisfaction, or afforded him 
a pleasing retrospective? He knows that this 
is the very reverse—the languid body and the 
troubled mind, have forcibly reminded him of 
his deviations from propricty—have made an 
appeal to his better reason, and urged his re- 
turn to virtue. The writer of this has drunk 
deeply (in his younger days) of the cup of 
worldly happiness, and found its dregs were 
bitterness—he has run the rounds of folly, and 
found it vanity—he has trod the paths of vice 
and pleasure, and found they ended in pain and 
repentance. I urge not a superstitious and se- 
vere rejection of reasonable enjoyments ; but I 
only wish to impress on the minds of my young 
friends, a manly and virtuous detestation of that 
course of life, that has destroyed the health, the 
standing, and the prospects of many, who oth- 
erwise would have been ornaments to the soci- 
ety that they now disgrace, , Acquire in your 
ear!y life, a habit of sobriety and regularity, 
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tinued from inclination.”—A conscience void 
of offence towards God and man, is of more 
true value, of more permanent advantage thar 
all the wealth of Peru, and the gratifications it 
can purchase—to he able to lay your head on 
your pillow in peace—to be able to cast back 
a glance on the day that has passed, with a. 
proud consciousness of having performed your 
duty, is a consolation that none can appreciate, 
but those who have felt it. And finally, my 
young friends, if you wish to live respected and 
honored, and die calm and contented—if you 
wish the prayers and benedictions of the virtue 
ous to be poured over the earth that covers 
you, I conjure you by all the regard you have 
for your present and eternal happiness—by my 
past experience, and by your own sober and 
rational reflections, to pursue a life of early pie 
ety.— Wheeling Gazette. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

The boyish thoughts of Josiah, a resident ig 
New Hampshire, had been, for many years, 
considerably puzzled, in regard to the reason- 
ableness and propriety of God’s bestowing an 
existence on millions and millions of beings, 
positively knowing, that the result would event- 
ually prove, the endless ruin of its possessors, 
At length, however, through a sore conviction 
of the horrid impropriety, and glaring incon- 
sistency of such hideous enormities, he was con- 
strained to dicard the egregious fallacies, and to 
a the doctrine of the impartial grace of 

, and universal benevolence. An old dea- 
con of his acquaintance, who believed that the 
greater part of mankind are made the recipients 
of an existence, that will eventuate in an end- 
less hell, a short time after, very kindly en- 
deavored to explain to him his mistake, and te 
place him right again ; but soon found himfelf 
mistaken, and that he was not to be reclaimeds 
for his youthful antagonist thronged him with 
so much strong and invulnerable testimony, 
and made such complete shipwreck of his ar- 
guments, as to perfectly silence his clamor.— 
The deacon at thus being overcome, and put to 
silence by a stripling, was horribly vexed, cha- 
grined and mad; exclaiming, “ I will nolonger 
converse with you, for you only make ludicor- 


| Ous havoc of my reasoning and admonitions, 


and my Bible commands me not to cast m 
pearls before swine,” Josiah, at being brand- 


and you will soon find that such a course will | ed with the infamous epithet of “ swine” for dis- 
bring itsown immediate and sweet reward.— | carding the hoggish principles of partial salva- 


You will soon léarn to despise aad detest the ' 
frivolous enjoyments that once seemed to con- , 
stitute your only happiness, but which in reality | 


brought nothing but regret, disappointment and 
disgust, A young man of moral and religious 
principles, can claimand take a stand in socie- 
ty that nothing else can give him. His charac- 
ter will carry with it its own weight, and com- 
mand the respect and esteem of all those whose 
good opioion is worth acquiring. Nothing can 
be truer than the maxim that declares, “a right 
course pursued at first, from habit, will be con- 





tion and endless misery, was, as any one will 
readily suppose, not so well pleased ; and could 
not eradicate the thorn from his stomach, till 
an opportunity was presented, to cast by way 
of retort, the same degrading epithet in the 
deacon’s teeth. One Sabbath, not long aftex, 
whilst he was at meeting, where the deacon at- 
tended, and fared sumptuoysly on the drop- 
pings of the sanctuary, viz. hell-fire and brim- 
stone, he found himself unable to sustain the un- 
charitable anathemas, and pelting showers of 
fire and smoke, from ¢be clerical desk ; aud se 
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‘took his hat as an honest boy would, and went 
peaceably home. The deacon, a few days af- 
ter, who happened not to be in his usual grow- 
ling mood, was passing along the road, and by 
chance met Josiah, and supposing him to have 
left the meeting the Sabbath preceeding, thro’ 
a consciousness and conviction of its being the 
truth which he heard there, thus very ree: Pose 
ly acessted him, “ Well, Josiah, the preacher 
jast Sabbath, brought you to yourself did he ?” 
“and so you, like the prodigal son, went 
home ?” “ yes, and for the very same reason, 
too,” replied he, “ because J could not fill my 
belly with husks, swine’s fodder.” —Ivangeli- 
cal Restoratianis. 


— + 
CHRISTIAN PRINCIPLE, 

“The following article, which appeared in 
late paper, inculcates the Christian principle, 
* love your enemies,” so forcibly, that we are 
induced to give it a place in our columns, with 
a hope that a disposition similar to the one here 
commended, may be manifested in all our rea- 
ders, whenever an opportunity occurs in exer- 
ising it.” 

A certain father of a family, advanced in 
years, being desirous of settling his wordly mat- 
ters, divided his property between his three 
sons. 

Nothing now remains, said he to them, but a 
diamond of great value—this I have determin- 
ed to appropriate to which-ever of you shall, 
within three months, perform the best action. 

His three sons accordingly departed differ- 





ent ways, and returned by the limited time.— 
On presenting themselves before their judge, ; 
the eldest thus began : 

Father, said he, during my absence, I found 
a stranger so circumstanced, that he was under 
the necessity of entrusting me with the whole 
ef his fortune. He had ne written security 
from me, nor could he possibly bring any proof, 
any evidence whatever of the deposit. Yet I! 
faithfully returned to him every shilling. Was | 
there not something commendable in this ac- 
tion? 

Thou hast done what was incumbent upon 
thee to do, my son, replied the old man. ‘Lhe 
man who would have acted otherwise were un- 
worthy to live ; for honesty is a duty. Thy 
action is an action of justice, not of goodness. 

On this, the second son advanced. In the 
course of my travels, said he, 1 came to a lake 
in which I beheld a child struggling with death, 
Tplunged into it, and saved his life in the pres- 
ence ofa number of the neighboring villagers, 
all of whom can attest the truth of what I as- 
sert. 

It was well done, (interrupted the old man) 
you have only obeyed the dictates of humani- 
ty. Atlength the youngest of the three came 
forward. 

Thappened, said he, to meet my mortal en- 
emy, who having bewildered himself in the 
dead of the night, had imperceptibly fallen a- 





sleep upon the brink of a frightful precipice. — 


‘The least motion would infallibly y have lua 
him headlong into the abyss, and though os 


life was in my hands, yet with every necessary 
removed him 


precaution I awaked him, and 
from his danger. 

Ah, my son ! exclaimed the venerable good 
man with transperts, while he pressed him to 
his heart—to belongs the diamond ; well 
hast thou deserved it. 


SINGULAR CONFESSIONS. 

A professor in one of the German universi- 
ties, whose unconcern for religion in general 
was notorious, was not less remarkable for the 
care which he took in the religious instruction 
of his children, One of his friends astonished 
at this inconsistency, and asking him the reas 
son of this conduct, he answered, “It is because 
I wish my children may enjoy more peace of 
mind, and more content in this life, than has ev- 
er fallen to my lot; and this they can obtain 
by no other means than by possessing more 
faith than myself.” 

A similar acknowledgment is witnessed by 
the late Dr, Spence, which he received from a 
person of the same unhappy stamp, viz. 

“ The example of a perfect Atheist is very 
rare, and has seldom been the object of my 
Own experience : one however, I knew, a jurist 
and statesman by profession, well learned and 
of good 3 So well read was he inthe scrip- 
tures and divinity in general. that he might have 
passed for no ordinary theologian. He had, 
through a speculative unbelief, maintained sey- 
eral theses with great success; on the other 
hand he could, in his own opinion, account for 


” 


| every appearance ip nature, from a theory of 


matter and motion; “ still,” says the relator, 
“with all his belief and unbelief, he frankly 
confessed to me, “that he was unhappy.” And 
being then in a state of celibacy, further ace 
knowledged, that, “ should he ever change his 
situation, he was determined never to suffer 
the secrets of his heart to transpire to his wife 
and children, that in all externals he would 
strictly conform to the Church,” adding, as one 
of his philosophical and political reasons, that it 
was better to be comforted upon a false ground 
than to live without any consolation.” 
“ Sinners, will you scorn the message, 
Sent in aorta from above ? 
Every sente how tcnder! 
omy line is full of love ; 
isten toit— 
Every line is full oflove.” 


RELIGIOUS HABITS. 

Before the Reformation many of the learnég 
and great who could not put on religious habits 
during their lives, ordered by will that they 
should be interred in the habits of the religious. 
Among others, Francis II, Marquis of Man- 
tau, who died in 1519, Petrarch in 1374, and 
the Duke of Parma in 1592, turned monks af- 
ter they were dead. 

The whole tribe of these superstitious reli- 
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gionists, Milton (P. L. iii. 474, &c.) has placed 
in his Limbo of vanity. 

‘< Embrois and idiots, eremites and friars, 
White, black and grey, with all their trumpery. 
Here pilgrims roam, thev strayed so far to seek 
In Golgotha the him dead, who lives in heaven ; 
And they who to be sure of Paradise, 

Dying put on the weeds cf Dominic, 

Or io Franciscan think to pass disguis’d.” 

This calls to mind a story of Jortan’s.—A 
certain Prince who had led a very wicked life, 
was carried to his grave in the humble disguise 
of amonk. A woman whose husband he had 
murdered, seeing the masquerade go by, cried 
to him, Ah! you dog! you think that you are 
finely concealed under that habit—but Jesus 
Christ will find you out.—Mon, Rep. 


AN ANTIQUARIAN’S PRAYER. 

Ina _ note to the last edition of “ Anbrey’s 
Letters, written by eminent persons,” &c. 
(Vol. i. p. 117,) we have the following prayer 
of that famous antiquarian, Thomas ‘Hearne, 
and which the editor remarks, “ exemplifies 
Hlearne’s character as much, perhaps, as any 
anecdote that has descended to us.” 

“QO most gracious and. merciful Lord God, 
wonderful in thy providence ; I return all possi- 
ble thanks to thee for the care thou hast always 
taken of me. I continually meet with most sig- 
nal instances of this thy providence, and one 
act yesterday, when I unexpectedly met with 
three old MSS. for which in a particular man- 
ner | return my thanks, beseaching thee to con- 
tinue the same protection to me, a poor help- 
less sinner, and that for Jesus Ghrists sake.”— 


db. 


TIBERIUS A ROYAL PATTERN. 

William Penn in his No Cross—No Crown, 
cites Tiberius in his list of Witnesses = his neh 
rinciple, the principle of life. As far as the 
Ewin saeot + would hd Gores that Christian 
Kings (as some kings are called) would lay to 

heart this testimony of a Heathen Emperor ! 
Tiberius would not suffer himself to ‘be call- 
ed “Lord, nor yet his Sacred Mejesty; for 
(says he) they are divine titles, and belong not 
to man.” ‘The Commissioners of his treasury 
advising him to increase his taxes upon the 
people, he answered, “ No, it was fit to shear, 

but not to flay the sheep.” 
——>_—_—————_—_—=== 
POLTEY. 


I WILL SING PRAISE. 











The following beautiful lines by Lord Byron, on 
the immortality of the soul, contradict the sceptical 
opinions expressed in some of his writings. 

WuHeEN coldness wraps this suffering clay, 

Ob! whither strays the immortal mind ? 

It cannot die, it must no: stay, 

But leaves its darkened dust behind. 

Then unembodiéd doth it trace 

By steps its planet’s heavenly way, 
Or fill at once the realms of space, 
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A thing of eyes that all survey > 


Eternal, boundless, undecayed, 
A thought uaseen, but seeing all, 
Alll, in earth‘or skies displayed, 
Shall it sarvey, shail it recall. 
Each faiater trace that memory holds 
So darkly of departed years, 
Io one brvad glance the suul beholds, 
And all that was at once appears. 


Before creation peopled earth, 
Its eye shali roll through chaos back, 

And where ile fatrest heaven had birth, 
The spirit trace its rising wack. 

And where the tuiure mars, or wakes 
its glance o’er ail dilate, to be, 

While sua is quenched or sysiem breaks, 
Pixed on iis own eteraity. 


Above, or Love, or Hate, or Fear, 

It lives ail passioniess and pure, 
An age suail fieet like earthly year, 

Its years iike moments shall endure. 
Away, away, without a wing, 

O’er ail, through ail, its thought shall fly, 
A nameless, an eternal thing, 

Forgettiibg what it was to die. 


A FATHER TO HIS FIRST BORN. 
My child, thy mother lately sung 
Of thee, when thou wert sleeping ; 
As she in raptures o’er thee hung, 
When all thy little wants thy tongue 
Declared to her by weeping. 


But now thy wants thy words explain, 
For thou’rt, my boy, beginning 

To prattle,in hy way, amain 
Thy infantine desires to gain, 

In every action winning. 


I mark thee now, when each new thing 

Thy wonder is exciting ; 
I hear thy small voice prattling, 

The thoughts that from thy fancy spring— 
In all thou dost delight in. 


In thee do Ithe semblance see 
Of what I was before thee ; 
E’en what thou dost was done by me, 
When I, my child, was like to thee; 
And cares had not come o’er me. 


Thy infant toys delight thee now, 

As me they once delighted, 
And joy is young upon thy brow, 

A fresh and fragrant blossom thou— 
Be ever thus unblighted. 


O! mayst thou through the world thy path 

* Pursue, and nought oppress thee ; 

Free from the faults thy father hath, 
Avoid, through virtue, heaven’s wrath— 


| With this desire—I bless thee ! 





